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Scientific Name: Acer platanoides L. 
Origin: Europe & Asia 
Ecological Threat: Forms monotypic populations by dis-
placing native trees, shrubs, and herbaceous understory 
plants. Once established, it creates a canopy of dense 
shade that prevents regeneration of native seedlings. 
Description/Biology: Plant: broad deciduous tree up to 
90 ft. in height with broadly-rounded crown; bark is 
smooth at first but becomes black, ridged and furrowed 
with age. Leaves: paired, deciduous, dark green, pal-
mate (like a hand), broader across than from base to 
tip, marginal teeth with long hair-like tips. Flowers, 
fruits and seeds: flowers in spring, bright yellow-green; 
fruits mature during summer into paired winged 
άǎŀƳŀǊŀǎέ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŀǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ мулϲ ŀƴƎƭŜΤ Ƴƛƭƪȅ 
sap will ooze from cut veins or petiole. 
Similar Species: Other maples including sugar maple 
(Acer saccharum) and red maple (Acer rubrum). Distin-
guish Norway by milky white sap, broad leaves, hair-like 
leaf tips, samara wings straight out, yellow fall foliage. 
Native Alternatives: Native maples like sugar maple 
(Acer saccharum) and red maple (Acer rubrum) 

Norway Maple 

Scientific Name: Acer platanoides L. 
Origin: Europe & Asia 
Ecological Threat: Forms monotypic populations by dis-
placing native trees, shrubs, and herbaceous understory 
plants. Once established, it creates a canopy of dense 
shade that prevents regeneration of native seedlings. 
Description/Biology: Plant: broad deciduous tree up to 
90 ft. in height with broadly-rounded crown; bark is 
smooth at first but becomes black, ridged and furrowed 
with age. Leaves: paired, deciduous, dark green, pal-
mate (like a hand), broader across than from base to 
tip, marginal teeth with long hair-like tips. Flowers, 
fruits and seeds: flowers in spring, bright yellow-green; 
fruits mature during summer into paired winged 
άǎŀƳŀǊŀǎέ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŀǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ мулϲ ŀƴƎƭŜΤ Ƴƛƭƪȅ 
sap will ooze from cut veins or petiole. 
Similar Species: Other maples including sugar maple 
(Acer saccharum) and red maple (Acer rubrum). Distin-
guish Norway by milky white sap, broad leaves, hair-like 
leaf tips, samara wings straight out, yellow fall foliage. 
Native Alternatives: Native maples like sugar maple 
(Acer saccharum) and red maple (Acer rubrum) 

Norway Maple 



Scientific Name: Ailanthus altissima (Mill.) Swingle 
Origin: Central China 
Ecological Threat: Fast-growing tree and prolific seeder, 
that can take over sites, replacing native plants and 
forming dense thickets. Also, produces chemicals that 
prevent the establishment of other plant species nearby. 
Description/Biology: Plant: deciduous tree that can 
reach 80 feet in height. Smooth stems with pale gray 
bark and twigs which are light chestnut brown. All parts 
of the tree have a nutty or burned nut odor. Leaves: 
large compound leaves are 1-4 ft. in length, alternate, 
and composed of 10-41 smaller leaflets. Each leaflet has 
one or more glandular teeth along the lower margin. 
Flowers, fruits and seeds: flowers occur in large terminal 
clusters and are small and pale yellow to greenish. Flat, 
twisted, winged fruits are produced on female trees in 
late summer to early fall. 
Similar Species: Native sumacs and trees like ash, hick-
ory, black walnut, and butternut can be distinguished by 
having completely serrated leaf margins. 
Native Alternatives: Staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina), 
smooth sumac (Rhus glabra), black walnut (Juglans ni-
gra), and hickories (Carya spp.). 

Tree of Heaven 

Scientific Name: Ailanthus altissima (Mill.) Swingle 
Origin: Central China 
Ecological Threat: Fast-growing tree and prolific seeder, 
that can take over sites, replacing native plants and 
forming dense thickets. Also, produces chemicals that 
prevent the establishment of other plant species nearby. 
Description/Biology: Plant: deciduous tree that can 
reach 80 feet in height. Smooth stems with pale gray 
bark and twigs which are light chestnut brown. All parts 
of the tree have a nutty or burned nut odor. Leaves: 
large compound leaves are 1-4 ft. in length, alternate, 
and composed of 10-41 smaller leaflets. Each leaflet has 
one or more glandular teeth along the lower margin. 
Flowers, fruits and seeds: flowers occur in large terminal 
clusters and are small and pale yellow to greenish. Flat, 
twisted, winged fruits are produced on female trees in 
late summer to early fall. 
Similar Species: Native sumacs and trees like ash, hick-
ory, black walnut, and butternut can be distinguished by 
having completely serrated leaf margins. 
Native Alternatives: Staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina), 
smooth sumac (Rhus glabra), black walnut (Juglans ni-
gra), and hickories (Carya spp.). 

Tree of Heaven 



Scientific Name: Alliaria petiolata (M. Bieb.) Cavara & 
Grande 
Origin: Europe  
Ecological Threat: Many native wildflowers on which wild-
life depend complete their life cycles in the springtime in 
the same habitat as garlic mustard and once it is introduced 
into an area, garlic mustard outcompetes native plants by 
aggressively monopolizing light, moisture, nutrients, soil, 
and space. 
Description/Biology: Plant: cool season biennial herb.1st-
year plants appear as a rosette and mature flowering plants 
reach from 2 to 3 1/2 ft. in height. Leaves: stalked, triangu-
lar to heart-shaped, coarsely toothed leaves that give off an 
odor of garlic when crushed. Flowers, fruits and seeds: but-
ton-like clusters of small white flowers, each with four pet-
als in the shape of a cross. Produce erect, slender pods that 
become shiny black when mature.  Stalks of dry, pale 
brown viable seedpods remain through summer. 
Similar Species: Toothworts (Cardamine spp.), early saxi-
frage (Saxifraga virginiensis) 
Native Alternatives: Rue-anemone (Thalictrum thalic-
troides), cut-leaved toothwort (Cardamine concatenata), 
bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), wild ginger (Asarum 
canadense) 

Garlic Mustard 

Scientific Name: Alliaria petiolata (M. Bieb.) Cavara & 
Grande 
Origin: Europe  
Ecological Threat: Many native wildflowers on which wild-
life depend complete their life cycles in the springtime in 
the same habitat as garlic mustard and once it is introduced 
into an area, garlic mustard outcompetes native plants by 
aggressively monopolizing light, moisture, nutrients, soil, 
and space. 
Description/Biology: Plant: cool season biennial herb.1st-
year plants appear as a rosette and mature flowering plants 
reach from 2 to 3 1/2 ft. in height. Leaves: stalked, triangu-
lar to heart-shaped, coarsely toothed leaves that give off an 
odor of garlic when crushed. Flowers, fruits and seeds: but-
ton-like clusters of small white flowers, each with four pet-
als in the shape of a cross. Produce erect, slender pods that 
become shiny black when mature.  Stalks of dry, pale 
brown viable seedpods remain through summer. 
Similar Species: Toothworts (Cardamine spp.), early saxi-
frage (Saxifraga virginiensis) 
Native Alternatives: Rue-anemone (Thalictrum thalic-
troides), cut-leaved toothwort (Cardamine concatenata), 
bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), wild ginger (Asarum 
canadense) 

Garlic Mustard 


